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Stratton Mansion (residence)
(Aliss Stratton Hall):

Near Swedesboro

Gloucester County, New Jersey

Owvner: Charles J., Gibbe, 1244 North 1l2th Street,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Date of Erections:s 17094x

Architect: Unknown

Bullder: James Stratton, M.Ds, original owners:
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Present Condltlon: Original, well preservod but vacant

Number of Storles: Two and one-half, over cellar

Materials of Construction:
' Foundation -~ local stone rubble masonry
Exterior walls - brick

Interior walls - frame partitions, plastered
Chimneys = brick, built into inside of gable

end walls
Roof - gable, wood shingled

Historical Data:

By deed of 14 December 1790, the Sheriff of
Gloucester County, having by order of court in judgment
proceedings in the case of Samuel Mevian vs, Ellzabeth
Burrough, Isaac and Willleam Course, defendants, levied
and seized on lands of the latter parties and put up 2156

# "Stratton Hall, SwedesbOros ssseeess WS bDuilt in 1794%

stated Miss Mary Stratton, (1825-1886) a granddaughter of

 James Stratton, MeDe, quoted in S. V. Strattonts Stratton

" Genealogy, puble 1901, no page numbers, See also therein

a photo of "Stratton Hall, Swedesboro" about 1870, showing
verandah added to front and socuth end and since removed.
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acres thereof in Woolwlch Towns i? at public ssale,
eonveyed them to James Strattonl®/, the highest bidder
at 142 Pounds 10 shillings., In thls deed 1t 1ls recited
that thils acreage comprised the shares held by those
previous owners in a certain plantation by devise in
the will of Peter Stille of Philadelphia, dated lst
July 1766, The whole 365 acre tract ls described Iln
this deed as Beginning at the foot of the bridge; on
the east side of Raccoon Creek and in the Road leading
from Woodbury to Salem, extending about 1 1/5 miles
northeast, partly along the east side of that highway,
from a frontage of over a half mile on the c¢reek,.

(a) James Stratton, M.De, born 20 aug, 1755, second

son and youngest of three children of Benjamin and
Sarah (Austin) Stration of Fairfield, Cumberland CoC.,
Hew Jersey, dled 29 March 1812 at Stratton Hall, his
residence near Swedesboro, Gloucester County. He
studied medicine with Dr. Benj. Harris of rlttsgrove,
Salem (C0es began practice in Clarksboro, Gloucester
Co.y and served in the Revolutionary War, after which
he attended medlcal lectures one winter in Phllasdelphia
and then settled in Swedesboro, Gloucester Co., New
Jersey, "and soon became the leading physician in that
portion of the State, a man of influence iIn civil and
political affairss He was judge of the court and
administrator of large estates. His practice extended
from Salem to Woodbury, about thirty miles and from

the Delaware to twenty miles in the Interior. Dr,
Stratton was remarkable for his strict moral and
religlious hablts. He early joined the Protestant
eplscopal CchUrChsecsss-ssssso possessed a cOmmanding
figure, genial manners, and a Christlan tenderness, one
whom everybody loved and respected, A Federalist in
politlecs, and his Influence controlled the vote of the
entire township. He left a large landed estate, but
the fall of prices after the War of 1812 very much
reduced its value, His tombstone is in Trinlty Church=-
yard, Swedesboro." (Stephen Wilckes, History of Medicline
in Hew Jersey, quoted in S, V, Stratton, Stratton
Genealogy, 1901),
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Subsequently, by deed of 13 May 1793, the
grantee James Stratton purchased from John Stllle
and wife Mary, for 100 Pounds "lawful gold and
silver money of New Jersey™, the title to the entire
original 600 acre plantation in Woolwich Township
of which 3tille had come into full possession by a
desd of 6 April previous from hils sisaters Elizabeth
Burrough and Sarah House (or Yorke?) and the latters
huaband Sarmuel conveying thelr iwo-thirds interest to
him, This deed is remarkable for reciting the title
back through seventeen conveyances to the will of
Andrew Robeson of Phlladelphia, Penna,, dated 12 November
1694, which devised a 950 acre tract to be laid out on
Raccoon Creok "adjoining ye fishing place®{b),

James Stratton, M.D., having acquired in 1790-93
the estate across Raccoon Creek from Swedesboro and
erected thils mansion house In 1794 thereon, resided there
at the time of his death, having by will dated 10 October
1811 devised to his wife Mary Stratton(¢) "my present

(b) Deed recorded in Gloucester Co, Book C, p. 11,

See Hist. and Genoal. Acct. of findrew Robsson of Scotland,
N, J,, and Pa,, and His Descendants, publ, 18163 Publ, of
Geneal, Soce of Pa., II, 20 and III, 32,

{¢) Dr, James Stratton mar, lst 15 July 1779, Anna Harris,
dau, of Benjamin Harris of Bound Brook, N.J,, and nar,
2nd lst of January 1789, Mary Creighton, dau. of Hugh
Creighton of the Indian King Tavern, Haddonfield (NJ=99}.
Issus by lst wife: Benjamin b, 18 Apr. 1780, d. 29 Aug,
1795; Sarah be 30 Sep’b. 1781, de 12 Feb, 1852, wf, of
Edwd. Carpenter; Anna b, 12 Dec. 1782, wf, of Dr, John L,
Stratton of Mt, Holly, H.Js, and by 2nd wife: Maria b.

17 Nov., 1789, d, 1852, wf. of Dr, Erkuries Fithian and of
Daniel P, Stratton of Bridgeton, N,Jd,; James C. b, 17

Nov,. 1792, d, 26 July 1793; Rev, Samuel C, bhe 10 lMay 1794,
d, 28 Oct, 18603 Charles Ce. b, 6 Mar., 1796, d. 30 Mar,
1859; Harriet Ce. be 4 Jan. 1798, d. 9 May 1850, wf, of
Dr, Jos, Fithlan of Woodbury, N.J,; Isabella b, 10 July
1799, d. 11 July 1847, wfe. of Renj. M. Howey of Glouc, Co,
NeJe} Frances be. 24 Mar, 1802, 4. 2 Feb, 1890, Phila,
unmar.; and Abigail b, ¢ Jan, 1808, d., 27 Apr. 1805,
(Sidney V., Stratton, Stratton Genealogy, publ, 1901,

no pagination),
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dwellling house and sll the land thereunto appertain-
ing, lylng on the south side of the Salem Road, with
ell the buildings end improvements thereon™, and
desired his executors after her death to "sell my
Mansion house and land.®

Mary Stratton, widow of Dr, James Stratton
of Stratton Hall, dled before 17 June 1847, whereby
the estate descended to his children, and by deed of
this date, they as Sarah S. Carpenter, Maria, Samuel
Ces Frances, and Benjamin H., Stratton, and Joseph
Fithlan and wife Harriet and Iasabella Howey, conveyed to
their brother Charles Creighton Stratton "all the said
Mansion house, land and premigses" of their father, for
$3500,

This grantee, Governor Charles C. Stratton{d),
who thus came into full possession of Stratton Hall,
resided there until his death in 1859(e), having by his
wlll dated 3 January 1859 devised bto hls brother, the
Rev, Samuel C, Stratton, "the Homestead Farm whereon
I now live, together with the Stone house and lot of

(d) He was b, 6 Mar, 1Y96, in this house and d, there
30 Mar, 1859, a son of Dr, James Stratton and his 2nd
wife Mary Creighton, graduated from Rutgers College,
member of U, S. Congress 1837-39 and 1841-43, Governor
of New Jersey 1845-48, mar. lst Feb, 1854 Sarabh Teggart,
dsu, of Joseph and Mary Taggart of Fhila. (Stratton
Genealogy cited above.)

(e) His sister Frances Stratton, 24 March 1802 - £ Feb,
1890, "presided at Stratton Hall after the death of her
mother and until the marrisge of Governor Stratton (1854)
when she removed to Bridgeton and resided there until
1873 and later at Philadelphia, {Stratton Genealogy,
cited above).
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land adjoining®(f), This devisee died intestate on 28
Octover 1860, and the estate descended to his two
children, James and Mary Strattons subject to the life
interest of the widow Elizabeth H. Stratton.

Accordingly by thelr deed of 8 larch 1869,
these three heirs conveyed to James D, Gibbs the sald
Homestead farm as then comprising some 114 acres having
the same frontage on the east side of Raccoon Creek as
when Dr, Stratton purchased the larger tract in 1790-03.
By deed of 1 March 1916, the executor of the estate of
this grantee, James D, Glbbs, decd., conveyed the same
t0 Charles J, Glibbs and he remained as owner at the time
your survey of the house in 1934,

Reference:

Search of title in land and probate records
of Gloucester County and In those of the
Province of New Jersey by Oscar F, Benjamin,
Ho.AJBue3S. reseasrch editer, reported 3U Oct.
1636

ot D Lk

Supervising Historian 28 July 1941

Dlstrict Officer

(f) Stone House surveyed as NJ-8Z2A, with date ca. 1760
and called the Peter Stille House in honor cof him who
owned the 800 acre tract 1752-1766 on which it (and later
the Stratton Mansion) stood, But note that Stille was a
resident of Phlla., as was also the previous owner, Evan
Morgan, 1748, In 1859 it was occupied by Isaac Ore.
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BRIEF OF TITLE OF PROPERTY G SweBoV
1699 - Harch 7 - Andrew Robeson or Robinson B
1701 -~ Y. Dalbo
1712 -~ Andrew Dslbo
1760 = To James Stratton from Jno. Blackwood, Sheriff
1812 =~ To Mary his widow
1847 = To her children
1847 -~ Heirs of James Stratton, to Cherles Stratton
18r9 = To Sam Stratton, children
1860 « To Sam Stratton, helr at law
1869 - Elizebeth Stratton, widow and children, James

and Mary Stratton to James D. Gibbs
1869 - Deed to Gibbs, April 1, 1869 at Paris, France
before the U. 5. Consul.
1933~ The vroperty now owned by the four children of
James Gibbs.

In 1699 the property was owned by one Andrew
Robeson or Roblnson and at that time the vlsce wag known
as the ¥Fishing Placel. Then later mention is made of
the propverty as Plesuage Plantation', this was in 1766,
probably at the time when the place was still owned
by some member of the Dalbo family or their connections,
before the law in the Torm of Blackwood the Sheriff had
tzken its course or something.

A hint of fellacy may be found in the fact tUat
the date of tihie bullding of the present Stratton Hall
is glven as 1784, altho the property was apparesntly
not deeded to Stiratton until 1790, howsoever, that
may have been.

James Stratton wag a doctor who after his first
wife died married again and bullt Stratton Hall for
his second wife, who by the way was s daughter of
Hugh Creighton of Haddonfleld, who wes famed as a tavern
master, with the numérous stories connected with such
rersons, his tavern the Indisn Xing played rather prom-
inent vart in the politices of thie state asg well as
s place of gathering for the natives in thelr less
gerious moments. By thig marrisge Stratton allied
himself with one oi the WF,F.V's"®, namely the Payne's.
Hugnh Creighton, an uncle of Dolly Payne, later Dolly
liadlison.

Stratton's son, Charles Creighton Stratton was
born at Stratton Hall in 1796, Charles Stratton later
becoming a member of Congress and then was elected

governor of Hew Jersey in 1844, W735, gk

HOTE ‘
Source of information,--gz letter from Iliss I, Ta@dlken
to Seymour Williams, District Officer, dated April 30/ 3k,



